
Concept/Preliminary Playground Design
Basic Description & Plan Summary

Currently Underway

The Town is now in possession of a gazebo.  The Highway Department will be prepping the area for 
the gazebo when time and weather allows.

The Town has also contracted for the construction of a footbridge that will allow pedestrian crossing of 
the stream near the existing playground at approximately the midpoint between the two vehicular 
crossings (culverts) at the east end of the Town Park.  This will allow foot traffic to the playground 
without walking along vehicular drives.

The Playground

The new playground design is an improvement to the existing playground.  This will include the 
introduction of additional playground equipment, becoming accessible, and a safety surface throughout.
The equipment that has been selected by the committee includes two (2) large pieces that are 
accessible, sensory boards, musical devices and some miscellaneous equipment.  The following is a list
of the proposed new equipment:

• We-Go-Round with Digifuse Panel  (accessible riding spinner)
• Sway Fun Glider  (accessible rocker/glider)
• Sign Language Panel  (sensory board)
• Optigear Panel  (sensory board)
• Kaleidospin Panel  (sensory board)
• Ball Maze Panel  (sensory board)
• Gear Panel  (sensory board)
• Flowers  (musical)
• Tuned Drums  (musical)
• Chill Spinner  (miscellaneous, ADA)
• Climb and Discover Cave  (miscellaneous)
• Wheel Thru Arcade  (miscellaneous, accessible)

A detailed description of each item above is attached to this synopsis.

Cost Control

To be sensitive to the potential cost of the above, plus the safety surface, all construction and 
installation, plus the current upheaval and unknowns in construction costs, the bid package will be 
formulated in a way that the construction/installation costs can be under the control of the Town/Town 
Board.  To accomplish this, the bid package (typical “Front End” information, instructions, Bid Forms, 
declarations, Prevailing Wage Rates, Construction Specifications, Construction Drawings) will be set 
up for bidding in the following manner.  There will be a “Base Bid” with “Add Alternates”.  The Base 
Bid will include those construction actions that are the minimum desired.  The Add Alternates will be 
additional construction for items that are wanted but will only be accepted if the pricing fits the amount
of monies available.  This should give the Town the flexibility for determining the final construction 



costs without going through multiple re-bidding efforts (but no guarantee).

To meet the intent of the Park Master Plan and the Grant that has been awarded, certain project goals 
must be maintained.  The criteria for the playground design was geared to inclusion, ADA accessibility,
and enjoyment.  These are also some of the reasons for having won the grant from NYS Parks and 
Recreation.  While the creation of a new playground area was the original intent, the cost of 
construction now is far greater than what was envisioned since the Park Master Plan was created and 
accepted.  Nonetheless, the basic goals must and should remain.  Given that, the following will be part 
of the “Base Bid” for the project:

• Purchase and installation of the two (2) large playground equipment devices (the We-Go-Round
and the Sway Fun Glider).

• The removals needed for the installation and grading of the compacted gravel base for the 
safety surfacing throughout the entire playground area.

• The construction of Accessible Parking near the playground with an access pathway to the 
playground.

• The construction of pathways from the playground to the, and past the, gazebo to the footbridge
and from the footbridge to the already constructed trail network.

“Add Alternates” will be the other listed playground equipment above.  These will be broken out 
separately for bidding by each equipment piece (i.e.: Kaleidospin Panel, Tuned Drums, Wheel Thru 
Arcade, etc.).  

For clarity, and as an example with completely made up numbers, the bids received can look something
like this: Base Bid: $500.00

Add Alt. 1 $50.00
Add Alt. 2 $75.00
Add Alt. 3 $35.00
Add Alt. 4 $65.00

The selection of what to enter into a contract on will be based upon totals.  With a $600.00 budget, just 
do the Base Bid work (this is suggested as there can always be unforeseen conditions that can escalate 
the construction costs during the performance of the construction; better safe than needing to reach into
your pocket).  With a $700.00 budget, the work for the Base Bid plus Add Alternates 2 and 3 can be 
done ($610.00).

The grant funding also allows the Town to perform construction through their own forces and counts 
toward the Town's share of the costs under the grant.  This is another way to give more “bang for the 
buck”, so-to-speak.

There is also another potential cost saving method.  This would involve the pre-construction purchase 
of the equipment for the Base Bid playground play items.  This will require some thought on the 
availability of storage for same (protection from the elements and minimizing thievery and deliberate 
destruction).  It also runs the risk of not receiving acceptable bid costs for the installation/construction 
thereby owning items that will not be constructed/installed.

Conceptual/Preliminary Plan

Attached is an 11x17 plan for the “upgraded/improved” playground.
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Freestanding Ball Maze Panel with Posts

Brand: Playground Equipment

Price: $1,732.00

Product Specifications:
Age Range: 2 to 12 years old
Equipment Weight: 250 lb
Post Diameter: 3.5 in
ASTM F1487-17

Description:
The Freestanding Ball Maze Panel will have children fascinated as they turn
the maze around and watch the ball navigate the nooks and crannies of the
maze. It is an intricate labyrinth that starts at the outer parts of the circle and
works its way toward the middle. Children can try to guide the ball through
the maze by turning it, or just spin the maze and see where the ball lands
and which path it will take next. The maze is deceptively challenging, but can be solved more and more quickly with some practice. The 3.5-inch 
galvanized steel posts provide a solid foundation for this structure, while the durable rotationally molded plastic of the panel itself is strong
enough to withstand long-term normal outdoor conditions. It can be added to any play structure or used on its own. It is available in primary and
neutral colors or is customizable from the wide selection of plastics and metal colors.



































10859 East Washington Street, Suite 100
Indianapolis, IN 46229

Toll Free 1-877-826-2776
https://www.aaastateofplay.com/wheel-thru-arcade/

Wheel Thru Arcade

MSRP $1,508.00
SALE $1,267.00

Age Group: 5 to 12 years
Footprint: 10' long x 3' wide x 4' 6" high
Use Zone: 16' x 22'

The Wheel Thru Arcade allows wheelchair and ambulatory children a pulling and scaling playground event. This
climber satisfies ADA guidelines. The climber is 54 inches high x 36 inches wide x 10 feet long. Safety surfacing is
required.
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