New Lebanon Committee Reports — Board Meeting of September 9, 2025

Assessor (Metzler)
No report

Building Department (Metzler)

See attached 2 reports at the end of this document

Business & Economic Development (Skerkis)
The BEDC hasn't met since the last TB meeting. That's because there hadn't been any
movement on potential wastewater or drinking water systems and because our normal
meeting date was Labor Day. However, a status update from the engineer for the sewer
and wastewater systems is pasted below. _

Back in July, we discussed completing the Preliminary Engineering Reports for a
potential municipal water system and a potential municipal wastewater system for New
Lebanon. The goal was fo try to get everything prepared for the NYS EFC WIIA Grant
submission this funding round.

However, as we proceeded with the Reports and had discussions with the Town's Bond
Counsel, it is now our recommendation that this project wait until the following year’s
funding round. NYSEFC has several requirements for a Town to be considered to have
a complete application for the WIIA Grant submission. This includes the Engineer’s
Report, SEQR, District Creation, and the Bond Resolution.

District Creation and the Bond Resolution have been challenging. This is in part based
on two views the Town's Bond Counsel has. The first is that any bonding done for a
sewer district must be passed by resolution and include the proposed system's costs as
expected at the time of District Creation. The second is that the act of creating a sewer
district obligates the Town to provide the sewer service. Together, these would show an
extremely inflated proposed user cost and imply that the Town might need to bond for
the entire project cost.

The reality is that we are working on the assumption that the Town would receive grant
funds and 0% or very low-interest loans for the project. This would seriously reduce the
overall project cost and therefore the costs to users. We are trying to avoid giving a
false impression to potential users by finding a better, more accurate way to represent
these costs.

To be clear, 1 agree with the Town’s counsel that there is a conflict between Town Law
and EFC's funding application requirements. On other projects, however, other bond
counsels have simply just drafted the district creation resolutions to state that the
Engineer's Report states that the typical user cost will be under some specified dollar
amount and that the project will proceed if and only if the funding can be secured to




meet those costs. That way the project is contingent on the funding that they receive.
The New Lebanon's bond counsel doesn't think this approach is appropriate. We also
may need some additional time and preparation to ensure that the document used to
petition for the creation of the sewer is done in a proper manner.

Also, you have a pending project under Town review and awaiting funding approval with
the Tilden Commons mixed-use project that could have a major impact on the water
and sewer systems. This project, if approved, funded, and constructed would carry a
major portion of the system cost. Because this could have a major impact on the typical
user cost for other properties in the system, we think it is best to have a more defined
impact of that project so it can be included in our report. We assume that will be better
defined in the next several months.

In addition, Peg has been able to collect some additional data regarding the water
system with some further cost information on the school PFOS system. This might also
have an impact on the recommended project and costs for the water system. A few
more months of data collection would be probably helpful in completing the reports.

Because of all these variables and time-sensitive issues needed to ensure we have a
complete application for the EFC WIIA Grant, and to ensure we are proposing a project
that will be affordable to the users of the system, we think it would be best to wait to
finalize the SEQR process and the Preliminary Engineer's Reports till December 2025
and prepare for a 2026 NYSEFC funding submission. At that time, we also could apply
to the NYSDEC WQIP Grant (wastewater only) for possibly additional funding.

CAC, Climate Smart & Environmental

Management (Powers)

CAC:

Drinking Water Source Protection Plan (DWSP2) -- The CAC will go out again to test
in September. RESIDENTS! Please reach out if you want your water tested for

free courtesy of the Town. Testing is 100% voluntary. [f you cannot test on the
upcoming date, you will be kept on the list and will keep getting contacted for your
availability. Along with the testing, we are interested in information on any concerns, like
things that have been buried or dumped uphill/upstream from wells. On social media,
we have read about many issues that residents bring up about water - PLEASE REACH
OUT TO US AND WE CAN LIKELY HELP. Knowledge is power. Many common issues
are easily remediated. Please e-mail nlcac.munves@gmail.com to get on the water
testing list or to share concerns.

(DWSP2 Related) Resolution to Prevent or Stop Spread of Wastewater Sludge
with PFAS -- The CAC is presenting a draft resolution for today's meeting. This is to
ask the Town Board to enact a Townwide moratorium to stop the application of sewage
sludge from wastewater treatment plants onto farmland and other open spaces. (SEE
ATTACHED DRAFT RESOLUTION and INFORMATION PAGE). New Lebanon, along



with other NYS towns and counties, is calling for a statewide 5 year moratorium to stop
the application of sludge.

Trees for Tribs -- The plants are doing very well and many tubes are off of shrubs and
some trees. We are mulching and fixing. Today's meeting will likely have an update
from Councilmember Amlaw and us about next steps, working with some arborists. The
CAC is working with a local botanist who has ample experience on public lands and
parks with stream repair and strengthening eroded banks. NOTE: If anyone sees tubes
bent and trees down please reach out to the Town Clerk or

contact nlcac.munves@gmail.com

Shatford Park Streambank Erosion Mitigation -- The project is too small for DEC to
come in to remediate, but we are working on a plan to have multiple access to the
stream while using stones and plants to limit stream access in places where the bank is
steeply eroded. We are leaning away from adding rocks and ripwrap but will have more
of a plan in the coming months.

Joint BEDC and Conservation Advisory Council Wastewater Feasibility Study --
Our engineer Brendon Becker is submitting a letter to the Town Board about the status
of the project. The Committee is in full agreement that due to unforeseen legal
complications that have to be resolved that the project is postponed until next

year. This is a very large undertaking with many moving pieces and we need to do our
utmost to bring a good plan and solid information to the residents who may be in the
district/districts.

Hudson Valley Pattern for Progress -- We look forward to the Aug 26 Community
Meeting and completing our task of looking at all the strategies/sites that we discussed
during the May 22 meeting and then carefully whittling them down.

CAC and NL Planning Board -- The CAC continues to attend the Planning Board (and
ZBA) meetings on the private Tilden Project. Note that we are not advising the Planning
Board but are raising questions and issues we would like to see addressed. The project
is still evolving and responding to requests from the Planning Board.

The New Lebanon CAC is: Co-Chairs Bill O'Neill and Peg Munves, Steve Powers,
Bruce Shenker, Bob Gilson and Donald Lamonaca

CSC:

At the Town Clean Up day on Saturday, the CSC will turn in to our electronics vendor
another 55 Ibs of batteries that residents deposited at one of our 5 collection boxes
around town. This brings the total to 1356 Ibs recycled since the start of our efforts in
2021. In our next update we will detail how many pounds of electronics were turned in
for recycling on Clean Up Day.

At the Town Board meeting on Sept 9th the CSC is asking the Town Board to approve,
by resolution, the Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP) that CSC, CAC, Planning Board, LVPA
members, Supervisor Houghtling and members of the public gave input on over the last



few years. The template for the HMP was prepared by a consultant hired by Columbia
County and the final plan has been approved by NYS Division of Homeland Security
and Emergency Services and tentatively by FEMA. Once the resolution is passed by the
Town and submitted to FEMA, the Town will be eligible for FEMA funding should there
be any natural disasters happening in town.

Residents can see the Hazard Mitigation Plan and appendix here:
https://drive.gooale.com/file/d/119d 1tc2Jm9kP5js32MFHuUrWNkGpGJmnS/view?usp=sh
aring

https://drive.gooqgle.com/file/d/1wZs|ESnFTinPGE9NywAiISG7 30sSyMWpp/view?usp=s
haring

The benchmarking of Town buildings presentation by Marc & Morgan at the Town
Board Meeting on Aug 12 received a positive response from many residents. A press
release was published in The Columbia Paper this week and can be seen here:

https://www.nyvtmedia.com/sections/columbia-paper/articles/new-lebanon-climate-
smart-communities-new-york-clean-energy

The Aug. bike tune up event at the Community Center had 6 residents bringing in bikes
of which 5 were worked on. The next bike tune up event is on Sept 18th at the
Community Center from 3pm- Spm.

EMC:
No report

Fire, Law Enforcement & Emergency (Powers)
Fire Calls and Activities - August 2025

. 8/1/2025 Alarm Activation 2 people 1hr

. 8/1/2025 Appliance Fire 9 people 4.5hr

. 8/2/2025 Structure Fire 9 people 49.27hr

. 8/3/2025 Mutual Aid 4 people 1.16hr

. 8/3/2025 Alarm Activation 4 people 2.26hr

. 8/10/2025 Town Picnic 5 people 20hr

. 8/11/2025 Alarm Activation 2 people .50min
. 8/11/2025 Drill 7 people 14hr

. 8/15/2025 Alarm Activation 2 people .24min
10. 8/18/2025 Drill 6 people 18hr

11. 8/22/2025 Alarm Activation 1 person .03min
12. 8/22/2025 Mutual Aid 4 people 4hrs4

13. 8/23/2025 LZ landing 3 people 1.21hr

14, 8/28/2025 Lift Assist 3 people 1.5hr

15. 8/29/2025 LZ Landing 4 people 1.32hr

16. 8/30/2025 Parade 5 people 15hr

17. 8/31/2025 Vehicle Fire 7 people 5.25hr
Totals 77 people 139.24hrs
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[1 5 Alarm Activation
O 1 vehicle fire

0 2 Mutual Aid

0 1 appliance fire

O 1 structure fire

1 1 lift assist

0 2 LZ Landing

13 alarms

0 drill = 2
1 Picnic - 1
2 parade-1

Highway (Powers)

No report

Historian & LVHS (Amlaw)

Historian:
No report

LVHS:
No report

Justice Court (Skerkis)

No report

Library (Skerkis)

No report

Buildings, Parks & Recreation (Amlaw)

Buildings:
No report

Parks:
No report

Recreation Commission: .

In July, we had a well attended Shaker Swamp Walk, led by Bruce Shenker of the
Swamp Conservancy, Thanks to Bruce and to Andy Vadnais of Darrow School who let
us use their parking lot and trails. We also had a good crowd for the Newcomer's
meetup, lots of new neighbors were made to feel welcome. Thanks to Roaring 20's for
letting us meet there. Thanks to Kathleen Millett and Nina Keller for running a Pickleball




Clinic, they gave lots of great pointers. Thanks to Joanna Ezinga for leading a kayaking
meetup on Richmond Pond.

In August, we had another successful Town Picnic, great weather, great music, great
drinks, thanks to Stewart’s and Roaring 20’s, great food, thanks Josh Young and the NL
Farmer's Market, and thanks to the LVPA for being our grillers this year! Thanks to the
teens we hired as bounce house monitors. Thanks to Jesse Newton for the loan of the
corn pot and bumer. Thanks to Cathy Wilkerson who made sure we kept the
compostables out of the garbage. Special Thanks to Mary Young who was one of the
first to arrive and the last to leave, like she is every year!

Mary Young and Josh Young both loaned us their giant coolers for the drinks.

Thanks to the recreation commission for all their hard work. Thanks to John DiRe for the
beautiful new flyer design!

We also had a well attended Community Walk at the Ruins at Sassafras thanks to
Carol Reichert. ‘

On Friday, September 12th at 7, we're having an outdoor movie night at the park
pavilion, it will be a Wicked Sing-Along, snacks and drinks will be provided. If it's raining,
we'll meet at the Community Center.

On Sunday, September 14th, noon - 4, we have Music in the Park with four talented
local bands. We're having Notorious BITE as the food truck cooking and hopefully
Woodlife Market selling drinks. Thanks to John DiRe for the beautiful new flyer design!

On Sunday, September 28th, we have a Community Walk on the Shaker Museum trails
at 10AM led by Rae Gilson.

On October 4th, we'll have the next Newcomers event at Roaring 20's from 1-4PM. This
is a date change, it was originally scheduled for 10/11.

Seniors (Amlaw)

Lebanon Valley Seniors have had a great summer, going on trips one more yet to
come, annual picnic at Shatford Park, informative meetings about helpful things
we need or use. Our remembrance luncheon is this month and then on to our fall
programs. See our Facebook page for more information.

| have been telling you about the Senior survey that the Office of the Aging
Advisory Council has been developing which will give the County and Towns a

look at the needs of the Seniors in Columbia County. The survey is ready and some
of us have already completed it. Nina Beneveneto will be presenting to the Board

of Supervisors a presentation about the survey implementation and marketing plan
and will provide each Supervisor with a packet of materials to help the OFA to
complete as many surveys as possible.

As OFA representatives, David, Sarah and | will work with Joanne town liaison to




complete as many surveys as possible once we are given the go ahead. Our plan at
present is to go to places where Seniors are churches, senior meetings, women’s
groups, the library to name a few and hopefully many people will do the survey
online. Attached is a copy of the survey for you to see and | will be glad to answer
any questions you may have.

Traffic Safety (Metzler)

The traffic trailer has been moved and the reports from the previous placement are
in this packet.

Repaving has started on County Route 5, people should avoid this road, if possible,
there will be delays.

School has started and | am reminding everyone to watch out for school buses and
walking children. Remember DO NOT pass a stopped school bus with the red
lights on and the arm out, | do not know if our district has cameras yet but
surrounding districts do.

Comprehensive Plan/Zoning Re-write Committee

(Powers)

The ZRC is focused on the update to the Comprehensive Plan. Over the last two
meetings, the committee developed an overall strategy for obtaining community input
into the planning process. Committee members are drafting a community survey,
having used Al fo suggest model questions relevant to a comprehensive plan. We are
working through the means to administer the survey, including on-line, hard copy,
interviews or some combination. Upon completion of the survey process, committee
members will conduct in-person follow-up sessions with established community
groups. Committee members are also combing through the 2021 Plan Update to
identify content that needs to be updated, given the five intervening years, as well as
review the 2021 Action Plan and other stated goals and priorities to determine what has
been accomplished and what non-accomplished items are still valid and need to be
continued into the current plan.

Your Board is aware that it was necessary to re-open the public hearing for the updated
telecommunications code. | can't stress enough that the changes are technical; there
are no substantive changes related to facility placement or area and bulk requirements.

Your Board is also aware that the Mt. Lebanon Historic District project will not be
brought to you for approval until a series of issues identified by the public are
resolved. The ZRC will continue to provide technical support and participate on the
working group, however, its involvement will be modest until the Shaker Preservation
Committee reaches consensus on goals and other various approaches to achieving
those goals and that other priorities of ZRC members, including the comprehensive
planning process, are well underway.

-~




Community Center/Free Store (Houghtling)

Community Center and Free Store numbers for August 2025

Free Store 063
Game Room sign-ins 169
Senior Meetings (2) 106

Yoga (3) 67
Jam Session 14
Bike Repair 7
Bingo 15

Songwriter Showcase 32
Private Party ($100) 40

TOTAL: 1,413

August came and went like a flash. | believe the numbers were down for the game room
because people were off doing their Summer things, which is great, you should soak in
all of the summer while it's here, | know | did. The very last week things started to pick
up as everyone was back from their vacations and it was back to business as usual.
The Community Fridge has been such a welcome addition to the center. The 20 meals
we get on Tuesdays have been going pretty fast and we're hoping to up the number a
bit to keep up with the demand.

[ think the CC as a whole had a really great summer. Private parties were held, the
camp got to use the space when needed, the Seniors were happy (shout out to the air
conditioning!), we were lucky enough to get a free yoga class once a week (amazing!),
the jam sessions were so fun, (there was a harpist!) and the bike guys kept all our
wheels turning (thanks, Larry and Moy!) We threw in some special events like a
Songwriters Showcase filled with incredibly talented people plus Karaoke Nights and a
littte Bingo. And of course the Free Store is always a hit. All in all, | think the CC
Summer 2025 was a happy and successful one.

Shaker Preservation Committee (Powers)

The SPC held two public meetings to discuss the current version of their Historic District
e-zoning proposal on July 26 and July 30. The sizable feedback from community
members and other interested parties is how being evaluated by the committee and will
most probably result in changes to the current proposal. Furthermore, the committee is
exploring ways to increase participation by some stakeholders who expressed interest
in cooperation with the committee.

In other news, the committee élected a new chair. After Josh Young's decision to step
down John Dax took the helm as transitional chair. At the last mesting of the committee
on 8/26 Winfried Fuchshofen was elected the new chair.




County Update (Houghtling)

No report

Landfill Closure (Houghtling)

Report coming soon
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Town-based Survey of Senior Population Needs 2025

I Much has changed since the pandemic and your Columbia County Office for the Aging (CCOFA)
wants to be sure that today’s services meet current and anticipated Senior Citizen needs. This survey
will be used by the CCOFA to identify unmet needs and necessary service modifications to meet that
goal. It will also provide town and other county agencies with a better understanding of their senior
population. You may skip questions or stop the survey at any time. You will have the ability to save
your responses and if you have any questions, please contact the CCOFA at (518) 828-4258.

General Information

Town of Residence:

() Ancram (O Austerlitz () Canaan () Chatham O Claverack
(O Clermont () Copake () Gallatin O Germantown O Ghent
O Greenport O Hillsdale (O Hudson O Kinderhook O Livingston
() New Lebanon O Stockport O Stuyvesant (O Taghkanic
Village of Residence:
Age Range: () 60-69 (0 70-79 (O 80-84 O 85+
Home: (O own (O Rent () Unhoused

() Other
Building type: () Single family OMultifamily (O Apartment () Mobile Home
Living () Alone (O With Spouse/Partner () Need Housing
Arrangements: (O With Children, Siblings, Other Family () With Friends or roommate

(SELECT ALL THAT APPLY) () Assisted Living (O Nursing Home (O Senior Housing

O Full-time

Residency: () Seasonal (O Weekend
Work Status: () Full time O Part time () Volunteer () Retired
() Other
Health: () Excellent () Good O Fair ) Poor

Columbia County Office for the Aging | 1

ofa@columbiacountyny.com
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For each item below, please indicate how much of a problem each task
is and who provides assistance, if any, for each task.

Category: Home

Assistance provided by

Statement or task

Please check the box that best describes your situation.

No
Problem

Minor
Problem

Moderate
Problem

Major
Problem

Possible
Future
Problem

N/A

1. Family/Friend
2. Private Service
3. Public Service
4. N/A

| have...

Housing to suit my
needs

Enough money to pay
mortgage, rent, and
insurance

Enough money to pay
for heat

I have the ability to...

Change lightbulbs

Clean inside my home

Maintain garbage
removal

Maintain electric/
plumbing

Manage outdoor fall
cleanup

Manage snow removal

Manage outdoor
spring cleanup

Summer maintenance

Manage general
building/home repair

Manage pet needs

Other home
maintenance:

ofa@columbiacountyny.com

Columbia County Office for the Aging | 2
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For each item below, please indicate how much of a problem each task
is and who provides assistance, if any, for each task.

Category: Food

Statement or task

Assistance provided by

Please check the box that best describes your situation.

No
Problem

Minor
Problem

Moderate
Problem

Major
Problem

Possible
Future
Problem

N/A

Please specify type of
service(s)/assistance
used (e.g., food pantry,
public bus, taxi, family/
friend, etc.) for each
category below. Put
N/A if service(s)/
assistance is not used.

I am well nourished

N/A

Ability to get to and
from grocery stores

Availability of
essential products

Ability to cover the
cost of essential
products

Availability of delivery
services

Ability to cover
the cost of delivery
services

Other:

ofa@columbiacountyny.com

Columbia County Office for the Aging | 3




For each item below, please indicate how much of a problem each task
is and who provides assistance, if any, for each task.

Category: Transportation

Statement or task

Please check the box that best describes your situation.

If you use
a service,
who is the primary

No
Problem

Minor
Problem

Moderate
Problem

Major
Problem

Possible
Future
Problem

N/A

sponsor for it?

1. OFA

2. Healthcare
Consortium

3. Medicare

4. Other State program

5. Other Town program

6. Private

7. Do not Know

| feel safe...

Driving on high-speed

N/A
highways
Driving in town & N/A
nearby
Having a friend drive N/A

Using to/from Hospital
services

Using medical
appointment services

Using non-medical
appointment services

Ability to cover the
cost of...

Car maintenance

Local bus service

OFA Services

Uber / Taxi

ofa@columbiacountyny.com

Columbia County Office for the Aging | 4
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For each item below, please indicate how much of a problem each task
is and who provides assistance, if any, for each task.

Category: Transportation continued

Statement or task

Please check the box that best describes your situation.

If you use
a service,
who is the primary

sponsor for it?

1. OFA

2. Healthcare
Consortium

3. Medicare

4. Other State program

Possible 5. Other Town program
No Minor Moderate | Major Future 6. Private
Problem |Problem |Problem |Problem |Problem |[N/A 7. Do not Know

Available
Transportation for:

Hospital

Medical Appointments

Non-Medical Appts

Shopping

Nutrition sites/clubs/
groups

House of Worship

Other

ofa@columbiacountyny.com

Columbia County Office for the Aging| 5




For each item below, please indicate how much of a problem each task
is and who provides assistance, if any, for each task.

Category: Medical Services

Statement or task

Please check the box that best describes your situation.

If you do use
a service now,
where is it located?

If you do use
a service now,
who primarily

No
Problem

Minor
Problem

Moderate
Problem

Major
Problem

Possible
Future
Problem

N/A

1. Columbia County
2. Albany County
3. Greene County
4. Dutchess County
5. Other

provides assistance?

1. Office for the Aging
2. NY Connects

3. Family/Friend

4, Other

Availability of...

Doctor

Clinic

Urgent Care

Hospital

Pharmacy

Prescriptions

Physical Therapy

Dentist

Eye Care

Finding and
applying for best
coverage by...

Medicare

Medicaid

Private Insurance

ofa@columbiacountyny.com

Columbia County Office for the Aging | 6
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For each item below, please indicate how much of a problem each task
is and who provides assistance, if any, for each task.

Category: Personal

Statement or task

Please check the box that best describes your situation.

Who primarily provides

No
Problem

Minor
Problem

Moderate
Problem

Major
Problem

Possible
Future
Problem

N/A

assistance, if any?

Please specify type of
service(s)/assistance
used (e.g., hired aid,
family/friend, etc.) for
each category below.
Put N/A if service(s)/as-
sistance are not used.

I have the ability to...

Cook for myself

Do my laundry

Bathe myself

Dress myself

Groom myself

Take my
medications

Move without cane/
walker

Use stairs

Exercise

Find and
obtain...

Legal Advice

Financial Advice

Estate Advice

ofa@columbiacountyny.com Columbia County Office for the Aging| 7




For each item below, please indicate how much of a problem each task
is and who provides assistance, if any, for each task.

Category: Socialization

Statement or task

Please check the box that best describes your situation.

Please Estimate

No
Problem

Minor
Problem

Moderate
Problem

Major
Problem

Possible
Future
Problem

How Often

1. Daily

2. Weekly

3. Monthly

4. Every 3 months
5. Every 6 months
6. Annually

7. Other____

N/A 8. Never

| keep up with...

Regular telephone
chats

Attending a house of
worship

Family gatherings

Visits from friends

Visits to friends

Senior groups

Attending town events

Going to a movie

Going out to dinner

Using a library

| feel...

Isolated or lonely

Fearful or afraid

ofa@columbiacountyny.com
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For each item below, please indicate how much of a problem each task
is and who provides assistance, if any, for each task.

Category: Communication

IF YOU DO OR DO NOT USE A DEVICE,

Statement or task

Please Check the Box that best describes your situation.

Possible
No Minor Moderate | Major Future Device/service
Problem Problem Problem | Problem Problem |unavailable to me
Comfort with
using...

Landline Phone

Cell Phone

TV

iPad / Tablet

Computer

Virtual home
monitoring system

Affordability of...

Landline Phone

Cell Phone

TV

iPad / Tablet

Computer

Internet

Cable

Virtual home
monitoring system

ofa@columbiacountyny.com Columbia County Office for the Aging | 9




Do you have...

Yes

No

Do you have a dedicated advocate?

Do you have a will?

Do you have a power of attorney?

Do you have a health care proxy?

Do you have a Do Not Resuscitate (DNR)?

Do you have a financial plan?

Do you have an estate plan?

Is there any issue / problem / suggestion you have, that has not been

addressed in this survey?

ofa@columbiacountyny.com
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2025 YTD Zoning Complaints/Violations — August 26, 2025

Complaint Category Complaints

Sign violations (on-
site/off-site)

Short-term rental

Event venue use

RV usc as dwelling /
temporary housing

Excessive/unregistered
vehicles

Landscaping/property
maintenance

Site plan compliance

6

Status Summary

3 resolved with voluntary compliance; 1 unfounded; 2
investigations pending

Resolved with voluntary compliance and proper
approvals filed

Forthcoming application for commercial events
approval pending

1 undergoing approval for temporary housing
(pending follow-up); 1 unfounded; 1 under review

1 resolved with compliance; 1 pending with Town
Attorney; 1 voluntary compliance pending follow-up;
1 investigation ongoing; 1 awaiting Supreme Coutt
ruling update from Town Attorney

I under legal review; 1 referred for property
maintenance review

Under active investigation




