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Dear Town Clerk,
My name is Rich Cannava from 99 Old Ghost Road.

Please enter this comment into the record for the Tilden Commons application (538 US Route 20, Tax Map ID 19.2-1-69)
and forward it to the Planning Board.

I write as a resident in strong support of this project. Briefly, why:

o It delivers the grocery store we have been asking for. The Town's own Comprehensive Plan identifies a grocery as the
single most important need residents named, and years of effort have not produced one. Tilden Commons puts a roughly
10,000 sf store in the center of Town.

o It provides 41 affordable apartments. The Comp Plan names limited affordable rental housing as a Town weakness and
sets goals to expand options for seniors and to retain younger and lower-income families. This project answers both
directly.

o It replaces a vacant building with something useful. The Comp Plan calls for repurposing under-utilized commercial
properties. This is exactly that.

* The site can handle it. At roughly 3.2 acres, the building covers only about 20-25% of the lot where zoning permits up
to 75%, with 116 parking spaces, on-site stormwater management, and a new well and wastewater system.

* The location is right. The property sits in the Central Commercial District on US Route 20 — the district the Town zoned
specifically for vibrant, customer-intensive commercial activity alongside residential and community uses. A grocery with
apartments above is the textbook Town-center use.

o It will support the businesses already here. Forty-one households and a grocery store bring steady foot traffic to the
restaurants, brewery, barbershop, and shops nearby, and give visitors a reason to stop rather than drive through.

¢ It adds community amenities. The plan includes roughly 2,000 sf of community space, a courtyard and playground,
sidewalks, bike racks, and dark-sky compliant lighting.

* The technical work has been done. Two independent traffic analyses concluded Route 20 can absorb the added trips
without significant degradation, sight distances exceed AASHTO minimums, the Highway Superintendent has approved
the plans and issued curb cut permits, and the applicant is paying for the road widening. The Planning Board approved a
Negative Declaration on June 17, 2026 after many months of environmental review.

* The design respects our character. The architecture draws on the area's Shaker history and the scale is consistent with
existing buildings along the corridor.

New Lebanon has spent years identifying these needs in its own planning documents. This project meets them, on the
right site, with a qualified nonprofit housing partner. I urge the Planning Board to approve the special use permit and site
plan.

Thank you for your time.

Rich
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