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Dear Planning Board,

Tilden Commons is a bold, well thought out, farsighted and foresighted project that speaks to so
many of the issues addressed in the Town of New Lebanon's Comprehensive Plan.  Two of the
often mentioned shortcomings of our town are the fact that it is a food desert and is seriously short
on affordable housing.

Tilden Commons will provide much needed housing opportunities for all economic levels and age
groups in a brand new, smartly designed building in the center of New Lebanon.  Occupants will be
within walking distance of the library, the community center, local businesses, etc.  The proposed
expanded market will be able to offer a greater selection of groceries at prices that more residents can
afford and will reduce the necessity of a long, costly drive to shop in Pittsfield or Chatham. 

Another big plus is the fact that the project is being spearheaded by longtime local residents who,
we truly believe,  understand and have our best interests at heart.

We have heard a lot of objections and complaints concerning the project but no one has offered a
viable alternative to this solution to the pressing needs of our town.  If New Lebanon does not
move forward and consider new solutions to longstanding problems it will wither and die like so
many other small towns in the US.  We love this town and don't want to see that happen.

Sure there are lots of issues still to be solved but we have confidence that our Planning Board and
the smart, community minded people behind this project will put their heads together and make it
happen.

We are 100% in favor of the Tilden Common Project.

Sincerely,

J. Michael Deegan
Sarah G. Conly
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