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To the New Lebanon Planning Board:

We, Moy Wong and Peg Munves, have been property owners in New Lebanon since 1989 and are actively involved
volunteers. Peg attended every Planning Board meeting where Tilden was discussed and has read all the
documentation.  She also attended the Zoning Board of Appeals meetings.

We support the site plan for the Tilden Commons project because:

New Lebanon has an urgent need for affordable housing and we are a pro-housing community.  This is a huge benefit. A
pro-housing community is a municipality certified by the New York State Homes and Community Renewal for actively
reducing development barriers, increasing residential inventory, and committing to local housing growth. Certified
towns,villages, and cities gain priority access to hundreds of millions instate discretionary and infrastructure funds

We are the beneficiaries of a pilot program "ROOM ENOUGH FOR BOTH" that explores housing coexisting with
conservation. Town residents, the program participants, stated over and over again that we highly value our natural open
spaces and denser housing is a good solution for keeping open space.

All residents love our rural beauty and want to limit sprawl. Since the early 2000s, in our initial Comprehensive Plan, to
our ongoing rewrite, and with additional input from residents in the ROOM ENOUGH FOR BOTH project, it is clear that
residents want to see more dense housing AND conservation of our lands.  Limiting sprawl makes the downtown corridor
THE natural place to build apartments and a larger grocery. 

Columbia County had a mere 200 graduating high school seniors from eight County public High Schools this year. It is
clear that we have to do something to bring more families to town so we can ensure New Lebanon survives -- and
thrives.  The economic future of a community is anchored by its student population.

The enlargement of the current grocery and fresh food market will serve more folks here, as well as attracting outside
customers.

The Tilden Commons project's owners, and many of its partners, have a proven track record, are local and care deeply for
the town. They have made a good-faith effort to respond to all of the changes that have been requested and have created
a very attractive building.  They are committed to the aesthetic attractiveness and environmental responsibilities and
community benefits of the project. New business drawn to New Lebanon by this entrepreneurial effort can enhance our
tax base, invigorate our downtown and  improve the lives of many individuals and families.

The Project engineers have conducted the necessary analyses and exercised appropriate professional diligence
regarding Tilden, as far as we can assess. We look forward to the permitting agencies' reviews of the various pieces of
the project including all water questions. Those assessments will be critical for all of us to see.

We appreciate the hard work you all have put into this project.  We encourage you to vote yes so that we can improve the
quality of life for our current and future residents.

Moy Wong and Peg Munves
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