L.J. Ganser
12 Whitetail Trace
Canaan, NY 12029

August 3rd, 2026

Town of New Lebanon
PO Box 328

New Lebanon, NY 12125
ATTN: Planning Board

RE: Tilden Commons

Dear Planning Board Members,

My name is L.J. Ganser and although my address is in Canaan | pay taxes to New
Lebanon. I’'m a fairly recent arrival as this is my wife’s and my fourth summer here.

I’ve grown to love the area and many of the people who call this place home. | spend a
significant amount of time patronizing many of the local businesses (Stewarts, M&M’s,
Country Squire Hardware, Mavericks, Mario’s, NL Farmer’s Mkt, Roaring 20’s, Jimmy
D’s, Family Dollar, Napa) and have gotten to know a good number of people through
that patronage, as well as through performing at The Roaring Twenties with my trio,
Sugar Blues many times over the past three years.

Of course I’'ve heard about the proposed Tilden Commons (TC) through the grapevine.
While change can be uncomfortable and is often disturbing on a number of levels, it is
also a necessary part of evolving to fit a serious need. In this instance our town needs
more livable and affordable housing. There’s no substantial argument to be made
against that fact. Tilden Commons, while not capable of solving that entire issue, could
be a significant stride in the right direction.

| understand the potential concerns raised by those opponents of TC who claim that
the purity of the aquifer is at risk if the state mandated distances are not adhered to.
Sounds reasonable enough. After all who doesn’t want safe water?

However, what those opponents seem to be overlooking, or blatantly ignoring, is the
fact that TC has provided an application along with an engineering report to the State
Department of Health providing evidence that the aquifer is very well protected,
actually sealed, by a 10 foot thick (at minimum) layer of protective clay creating an
impermeable barrier to any potential contamination of the aquifer. Beyond that the
water is to be treated by chlorine and a process called reverse osmosis. So, the
professional due diligence has been done and the application is up for review with the
state.



It would seem the opponents are using their “it’s bad for the environment” argument as
aruse. My sense is that what’s really going on is that they just don’t want to see
anything change. | understand the sentiment.

However, | say that those towns that don’t look to the future, admit what’s clearly on
the horizon and embrace necessary change, are destined to age poorly, lose
population, and begin that slow spiral into financial, physical and even spiritual decay.
Our seniors who are on fixed incomes, our young folks who can’t afford to buy a
house, people going through their own “changes” could really be helped by this
construction. That’s a lot of homes and a lot of lives that will greatly benefit in TC. It will
certainly be a financial boon to the many businesses on Rte 20 not to mention help the
town fund its many needs through additional tax revenues once people are actually
living in those apartments.

For all the reasons stated above, | strongly support the initiative put forth by the Tilden
Commons project.

Sincerely,

L.J. (aka James) Ganser





